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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-14, and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nemoto (US 5,214,622). As regards Claims 1 and 12, Nemoto discloses 
an apparatus for providing a reminder message to a display comprising: a handheld 
device comprising an input device for entering a reminder message (fig. 4.26 and col. 6, 
lines 49-54) and a transmitter for wirelessly transmitting a signal (fig. 4.51 and col. 7, 
lines 5-10), the reminder message comprising reminder information and a time that the 
reminder information is to be displayed to a user (col. 1, lines 65-68); a memory device 
for storing reminder messages (figs. 2.1 and 4.15 and cols. 4 and 6, lines 61-67 and 45- 
49); a first processor operatively connected to said memory device for retrieving 
reminder messages from said memory device at the time selected for display of the 
reminder information and for processing the reminder message to generate a display 
signal for each retrieved reminder message, the display signal being capable to cause a 
message corresponding to the respective message to be displayed on a display (fig. 2.2 
and cols. 4 and 5, lines 61-67 and 13-18); a second processor (fig. 2.7) suitable for 
receiving an audio/video signal (fig. 2.6) and for processing the received audio/video 
signal for presentation on a television display, and for receiving the display signal from 
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said first data processor and for causing the message corresponding to a retrieved 
reminder message to be displayed on the television display so that it is superimposed 
on at least a portion of the audio/video signal (fig. 1.11) presented on the television 
display (fig. 2.8) (col. 5, lines 18-22), the reminder message being displayed on the 
television display at the time selected for display of the reminder information (col. 5, 
lines 13-18). 

As regards Claims 2 and 13, Nemoto discloses that said memory device for 
storing reminder messages and said first data processor reside in said handheld device 
(fig. 4.15 and col. 6, lines 45-49) 

As regards Claims 3 and 14, Nemoto discloses said memory device for storing 
reminder messages resides in a set top box (fig. 2.1 and col. 4, lines 61-67). 

As regards Claim 5, Nemoto discloses that the handheld device comprises a 
keyboard for entering alphanumeric data (fig. 3.26 and col. 6, lines 49-50). 

As regards Claims 6, 7, and 16 Nemoto discloses means for allowing stored 
reminder messages to be displayed on a display for editing of the reminder messages 
(col. 11, lines 48-51). 

As regards Claims 8 and 17, Nemoto discloses that said handheld device further 
comprises a display, and means for allowing a user to view the alphanumeric data as 
the user enters it with said keyboard (col. 7, lines 11-18). 

As regards Claims 9 and 18, Nemoto discloses that the stored reminder 
messages are capable of being displayed on said display of the handheld device for 
editing of the reminder messages (col. 7, lines 11-18). 
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As regards Claims 10 and 19, Nemoto discloses that the stored reminder 
messages are capable of being displayed on the television display for editing of the 
reminder messages (col. 11, lines 36-54). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 11,15, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Nemoto (US 5,214,622) in view of Allen (US 6,259,891). Nemoto 

discloses the apparatus and method of Claims 1 and 12 but fails to disclose that the 

message corresponding to a retrieved reminder message is transmitted to and 

displayed on the television display as text in a closed caption television. Allen discloses 

that the message corresponding to a retrieved reminder message is transmitted to and 

displayed on the television display as text in a closed caption television (col. 7, lines 21- 

29). 

Nemoto and Allen are analogous art because they both come from the same field 
of invention, namely the field of interactive television. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person ordinarily skilled 
in the art to use closed captioning to display reminder messages because closed 
captioning is an industry standard and commonly implemented on televisions and set- 
top boxes. 
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As regards Claims 1 1 and 20, Allen further discloses that a reminder message 
comprising text and an image is capable of being stored in said memory device for 
storing reminder messages, and a reminder message comprising text and an image is 
capable of being retrieved and displayed on the television display (col. 7, lines 29-33). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Chernock (US 6,813776) and Lawler (US 5,699,107) both 
disclose message reminder systems including displaying both text and graphics. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David R. O'Steen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7931. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic^ 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / 
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